
2.7% 56.6% 36.7%

OUT-OF-
HOSPITAL
BIRTHS

 In 2017, 55.8% of
women with
planned home
births and 69.4% of
those with birth
center births
initiated prenatal
care during the
first trimester,
compared to 77.6%
of hospital births.

After a gradual decline from 1990–2004,

the number of out-of-hospital births

increased from 35,578 in 2004 to 62,228 in

2017. In 2017, 1 of every 62 births in the US

was an out-of-hospital birth and birth

center births more than doubled

Hospital
births

Physicians
2.7% non-hospital births

were performed by
physicians

midwives
 56.6% of births were

delivered by CNM/CM
midwives

other
For birth center births,
36.7% by non CNM/CM

midwives

The National Birth Center Study II

 The intrapartum fetal mortality
rate for women admitted to the
birth center in labor was
0.47/1000
 The neonatal mortality rate was
0.40/1000 excluding anomalies 
There were no maternal deaths
Less than 2% of birth center
transfers were emergent

In 2013...

1.6%

preterm births- 11.8%
low birthweight- 8.4%
multiple births-3.5%
vaginal births after
VBAC- 2.0% (which may
reflect restrictions
on VBAC among U.S.
Hospitals)






planned
home/birth
center births

Preterm births-3.6%
low birthweight- 2.2% 
multiple births- 0.9%
vaginal births after
VBAC-5.9%
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